
storv^v Ij32tiD 


7 CHflSHIBRlKRiTiflSEI 








CONTENTS 


CHAPTER 9p “DUELING FICTIONS” 

CHAPTER 10: “THE TALE OF KARIN NANASE” 


BONUS MANGA 




CHAPTER 9: “DUELING FICTIONS’ 





I WILL 
STOP FIT 
NOTHING 
TO WIN 
THIS. 


I WILL PUT 
HLL OF MY 
POWER 
INTO THESE 
LIES. 


f THE \ 
COMMITTEE 
TO CONQUER 
STEEL LRPY 
NHNHSE IS 
NOW IN 
SESSION. ) 
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<&0&> Name: kuebiko 09/0h 22:1£ ID:MmimnM3 

Up until yesterday, all the reports of Steel Lady Nanase 
were along the lines of, "I was attacked," ”1 saw her," 
"Someone told me she attacked them," etc. There were new 


rumors and witness reports practically every day, but 
they were no different from the average urban legend. 
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THE 
POLICE 
HAVE 
STATED 
THAT THE 
FACIAL 
INlJUCy 
WAS THE 
CAUSE OF 
DEATH. 


FOE SOME- 


BUT THEEE 
WAS HO 
INDICATION 
THAT HE HAD 
FOUGHT BACK. 






HAPPENED IN 
\ MAKUEAZAKA 

^ ciTy 
LATE 

THEy SAy LAST 
THAT HE NIGHT. 
TOOK A HIT 
DlEECTLy TO 

THE FACE, 


ONE OF HIS 


_; MASSIVE 

BULK AND 
DETEC- JUDO 
TIVE TEAINING, 
TEEADA 
WAS 
KILLED 
WITH AS¬ 
TOUNDING 
EASE. 












































Indeed, he must have been beaten to death by the steel 

beam of the ghostly Steel Lady Nanase, or he never could 
have been slain in such a fashion. 


<£10 > Name: Withheld by Bequest 09/0M 22:18 ID:mvtgfdx 
yeah. Which means Steel Lady Nanase did it, riaht? 
































THAT'S 
JUST WHAT 
THE KILLER 
WANTS US 
TO THINK." 



»ew«. ** m V*c$ 

U ' :A 


"THAT IS 
EXACTLY 
WHY THE 
KILLER 
NEEDED 
STEEL LADY 
NANASE. 


TO 

MURDER 
DETECTIVE 
TERADA, THE 
PERPETRA¬ 
TOR..." 












































NOW.. 


HOW 
MR NY OF 
THEM Ft RE 
GOING TO 
BUY THIS? 























"HE KEPT H 
WRTCHFUL EYE 
OUT FOR ANY 
CHANGES IN 
HIS CITY, AND 
WAS QUICK 
TO DISCOVER 
ANY HINT OF 
; A CRIME. 


m "DETECTIVE 
W TERADA 
f| WAS A 
! MODEL 
I DETECTIVE." 


HE WAS 
SO GOOD 
THAT HE WHS 
ABLE TO 
RECOGNIZE A 
POTENTIALLY 
BIG CASE 
BEFORE IT 
GOT OUT OF 
HAND." 


"THE 
KILLER 
USED THAT 
TO THEIR 
ADVANTAGE. 


"THE KILLER 
FOUND THE 
CORNER OF 
THE INTERNET 
WHERE THEY 
WERE TALKING 
ABOUT THE 
MONSTER OF 
: MAKURA- 
r ZAKA, 


AND ) 
USED THE 
URBAN 
LEGEND OF 
STEEL LADY 
NANASE TO 
COMMIT A 
SERIES OF 
REAL-LIFE 
ATTEMPTED 
ASSAULTS." 













OF COURSE, 
THEy HAO MO 
INTEMTION 
OF REALLy 
HURTING 
AMyOME— 
THEy OMLy 
MEANT TO 
SCARE THEM. 



NIGHT AFTER 
NIGHT, THE 
PERPETRATOR 
ATTACKED 
PEOPLE WHILE 
WEARING A 
COSTUME THAT 
DREW ON ALL 
OF STEEL LADy 
NANASE'S 
FEATURES. 


im 

; TTyjlH 



£D 

3 i i 1 

JUi ; 





































































r ...IS THIS \ 
REALLY 
GOING TO 
, WORK? ) 


WOULD BE TOO 
STABTLED TO PAY 
MUCH ATTENTION 
TO THE FACE, SO 
BLACKING IT OUT 
WOULD MAKE 
THEM ASSUME 
IT WAS 


IT 

MIGHT 

NOT. 


THESE 
ARE ALL 
LIES, 
AFTER 
ALL. 


BUT IF IT 
SEEMS 
PLAUSIBLE, 


' THAT'S 
GOOD 
ENOUGH. 


<£30> Name: kuebik o 09/0‘A %%‘,2S ID:MmimnH3 

Then people would start talking, saying things like,"I 
was attacked by Steel Lady Nanasei" and the killer then 
__ waited for the rumors to spread beyond the internet 
and local gossip, until they made it to the police. 













































NEVEBTHELESS, 
THIS WOULD 
FOBM A PATTERN 
OF SUSPICIOUS 
INCIDENTS IN 
OUR BRAVE 
DETECTIVE'S CITy. 
SUEELy, HE 
WOULD TBy TO 
FIND OUT WHAT'S 
BEHIND THEM. 



DETECTIVE 

TERADA 

WAS 


STILL, 


IT'S NOT 


WOVE. 


LIKE HE 
BELIEVED 
IN GHOSTS. 





MRYBE 
SOMEONE IS 
PRETENPING 
TO BE THIS 
"MONSTER 
OF URBRN 
LEGENP." 


BRSEP 
ON RLL 
THE WORK 
THRT'S 
GOING 
INTO IT, 


THIS 

CRN'TBE 
JUST SOME 
PRRCTICRL 
JOKE. THEY 
MUSTHPVE 
SOMETHING 
CRIMINAL 
INMINP. 


THEY'RE 
USING STEEL 
LRPYNRNRSE 
IN SOME SORT 
OF PLOT. 


FOLLOWING HIS 
SUSPICIONS, 
HE BEGAN AN 
INDEPENDENT 
INVESTIGATION. 















































WHICH IS 
exACTLy 
WHAT THE 
KILLEE 
WANTED. 


IP DETECTIVE 
TEEADA STAETED 
TEACHING STEEL 
LADy NANASE 
INDEPENDENTLY 
THE PEEP COULD 
SET HIM TO 
ACT ALONE. 


TtTm 

lift nHIn 


1ff\ FWki] 



THE DEPAETMENT 
DIDN'T SEE ANy 
THEEAT AT THIS 
POINT, AND 
HE WOULD BE 
INVESTIGATING 
THE GHOST OP 
AN IDOL. 


HE COULDN'T 
TAKE AN OPPICEE 
WITH HIM, AND IT 
WOULD BE TElCXy 
TO CONDUCT HIS 
SEAECH OUT IN 
THE OPEN. 
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TEHAM-SAN! 
I...1 WAS JUST 
ATTACKED By 
STEEL LAPy 
NANASE! 


HURT'S 

UP? 


"THEN, 
THE KILLER 
COLLED 
DETECTIVE 
TERRDR." 


SHE 

got Amy 

FROM 

ME, 


BUT SHE 
PROPPED HER 
WEAPON AND 


BUT I STILL 
[DON'T KNOW 
WRRT WE 
COULP LERPN 
FROM THIS, 
SO PON'T TELL 
RNYONE. 


RNP 

THERE RPE 
FOOTPRINTS RT 
THE SCENE. I 
WRNTYOUTO 
COME TRKE R 
LOOK. / 


RNP 

COME 

RLONE. 


■T1 

^^ i 

1 

(PPPl 
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GOT IT. 
WHERE 
PRE YOU? 


A CAUL LIKE 
THAT WAS 
ENOUGH TO SET 
HIM TO 2ACE 
TO THE SCENE 
UNACCOMPANIED. 


AND OF C0U2SE, 
THE SCENE WAS 
THE ABANDONED 
SAS STATION 
WHE2E HE WOULD 
BE MU2DE2ED. 


YEAH, 
THAT 
MIGHT 
HAVE 
GOTTEN 
TERADA- 
SAN TO 
THE GAS 
STATION, 
BUT... 
















































THAT'S 
WHEEE THE 
LILLEE SET 
UP A LAESE 
PENDULUM. 




THEy 
ATTACHED 
A HOOK TO 
THE EOOP, 
AND TIED 
A EOPE 
TO IT, 


WITH A 
WEISHT 
HANSINS 
AT THE 
OTHEE 
END. 





































































THE MUBDEBEB 
HAD STUDIED 
DETECTIVE 
TEBADA BEFOEE- 
HAND, AMD KMEW 
EXACTLY WHEBE 
THE WEISHT 
HAD TO FALL. 


































































































AT THE <3AS 


HAND 


Detective 
teCADA ocove 
UP, He WOULD 
STOP HIS CAE 
CLOSe TO THe 
KILLeE. 
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"HRNG- 
ING FROM 
FI ROPE, THE 
WEIGHT ARCED 
THROUGH THE 
HIR ABOVE THE 
PARK GAS 
STATION." 


' "AND 
DETECTIVE 
TERADA WAS 
STANDING 
DIRECTLY IN 
ITS PATH. IT 
CRUSHED HIS 
SKULL IN ONE 
SWING." . 




































*PBOUT 11 LBS. 

































































































NO, EVEN AT 
THE MOMENT 
OF HIS DEATH, 
HE MISHT 
NOT HAVE 
KNOWN WHy 
HIS HEAD HAD 
CAVED IN. 


I SEE. 
SO THAT'S 
HOW YOU 
EXPLAIN 
THAT 
MYSTERX 


"THIS IS 
HOW THE 
BIG, TOUGH, 
MODEL 
DETECTIVE 
WHS KILLED 
WITHOUT H 
FIGHT. 



















































THE SCENE OP THE CRIME WAS 
GISHT NEXT TO THE HIGHWAY. 


WOULDN'T IT BE TOO 
RlSKy TO COMMIT SUCH AN 
ELABORATE MURDER WHEN 
A CAR COULD DRIVE By 
ANy MINUTE? 

























































"EVEN IN 
THE UNLIKELY 
EVENT THRT R 
CRR PIP PRSS 
BY, IT WOULP 
ONLY BE R 
PROBLEM IF 
THE PRIVER 
WITNESSEP 
THE RCTURL 
MOMENT OF 
THE CRIME." 



























































WOULD THE KILLER 
REALLy THINK THAT THE 
BEST PLAN WOULD BE 
TO SET A WEISHT UP 
TO HIT HIM IN THE FACE? 

















































"THRT'S 
EXACTLY 
WHRT THE 
KILLER 
THOUGHT/' 


"THEY SET UP 
THE TRAP SO THE 
PENDULUM WOULD 
HIT FROM BEHIND 
DIRECTLY OR HT 
RN ANGLE—SOME 
DIRECTION THE 
VICTIM WOULDN'T 
EASILY NOTICE." 



































































"BUT 

DETECTIVE 
TERRDR 
DID SENSE 
SOMETHING 
COMING RT 
HIM FROM 
BEHIND." 


"HE MAY 
HRVE BEEN 
DEFENSE¬ 
LESS, BUT 
HE'S STILL 
R GOOD 
DETECTIVE. 


PERHRPS 

HIS 

DETECTIVE'S 
INTUITION 
RLERTED 
HIM TO THE 
RPPRORCH OF 
THE LETHRL 
V OBJECT." 


SO, OUT 
Of REFLEX, 
DETECTIVE 
TERADA 
TURNED TO 
LOOK INI THE 
DIRECTION OF 
WHATEVER 
WAS COMING. 


OR MAYBE 
HE HEARD 
THE QUIET 
SOUND OF THE 
HOOK BEING 
UNLATCHED. 













































































AND THAT'S 
WHy HE WAS 
KILLED By A 
DIEECT BLOW 
TO THE FACE. 


YOU'VE 
THOUGHT 
OF EVERY¬ 
THING. 


even assuming you'ee eisht, 

WAS IT A COINCIDENCE THAT 
He SOT HIT INI THE FACE? 


COULDN'T 
SHY ONE 
WHY 
OR THE 
OTHER." 


OE DID THE KILLEE 
PLAN IT THAT WAY? 

























































































































"THAT'S 

THE 

DOWN¬ 

SIDE. 


BUT THE 
UPSIDE 
IS THAT 
THE VICTIM 
WOULD BE 
HIT IN THE 
FACE." 


"AT THIS 
JUNCTURE, 
WE DON'T 
HAVE ENOUGH 
INFORMATION 
TO KNOW HOW 
THE KILLER 
CHOSE TO 
v DO IT." 


' IF THEY 
DID THAT, 
DETECTIVE 
TERADA MIGHT 
HAVE MOVED 
HIS HEAD 
OUT OF THE 
PENDULUM'S 
PATH." 


"ALL WE 
CAN SAY 
IS THAT 
WHAT DID 
HAPPEN... 


...IS WHAT 
THE KILLER 
WANTED." 




























BUT you STILL HAVEN'T 
EXPLAINED THE MOST 
IMPORTANT PART. 



ygAH. WHy WOULD THE 
FILLER <30 TO ALL 
THAT TROUBLE? 


EVEN JUST THE FIRST 
STASES, WHERE THE KILLER 
DRESSED UP LIKE STEEL 
LADy NANASE TO SCARE 
PEOPLE, WOULD BE A LOT 
OF WORK. 




SHE HAD 
TO EXPECT 
THPT 

ARGUMENT. 
THIS LIE WON'T 
CONVINCE 
ANYONE IF WE 
DON'T HAVE A 
REASON FOR 
DOING ALL 
THAT. 



yeAH. why make 
THAT COSTUME AND 
PENDULUM WHEN 
SETTING POISON IS 
SO MUCH EASIER? 























































































































"NO ONE 
WOULD EVER 
BELIEVE THAT 
A JUDO CHAMP 
LIKE DETECTIVE 
TERADA WOULD 
ANp FALL TO A 
THAT'S ONE-HIT K.O. 
HOW THE FROM A 
KILLER WOMAN. 


REMOVED ALL 
SUSPICION 
FROM 

HERSELF." , 
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'THE 

KILLER.. 


"...IS 0 
POLICE¬ 
WOMAN 
WHO WORKS 
AT PETECTIVE 
TERAPA'S 
PRECINCT." 






















"ANP 

SHE WOULP 
KNOW HIS 
REPUTATION 
FROM 
WORKING 
IN HIS 
PRECINCT." 

















































"IF R 
POLICE 
WOMAN 
WERE 
ATTACKED 
BY A SUS¬ 
PICIOUS 
PERSON, 


' SHE 
COULD TAKE 
APPROPRIATE 
MEASURES 
TO PRESERVE 
EVIDENCE, 
AND CALL 
A RELIABLE 
DETECTIVE 
TO THE 
L SCENE," 


"AND 

THE VICTIM 
WOULD 
NEVER 
SUSPECT 
A THING / 7 
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r"f . . 
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"OR MAYBE 
THE KILLER 
HERSELF HAD 
FEELINGS FOR 
DETECTIVE 
TERADA, 


r "MAYBE HE 
HAD SOME 
DIRT ON HER 
AND WAS USING 
IT TO HARASS 
HER, TO FORCE 
HER TO BE IN A 
RELATIONSHIP 
. WITH HIM." A 


BUT HE 
SELFISHLY 
REJECTED 
HER, AND 
SHE HATED 
HIM FOR 
IT." 



"BUT, 

CONSIDERING 
ALL THE 
WORK AND 
METICULOUS 
PLANNING 
THAT WENT 
INTO THE 
CRIME, 


I BELIEVE 
THAT THE 
MOTIVE 
SPRANG 
FROM AN 
OBSESSIVE 
TANGLE OF 
EMOTIONS." 


PRACTICAL 
MOTIVE 
COULD NEVER 
LEAD TO 
SUCH A 
VINDICTIVE 
MURDER." 


I THINK 
THPT COVERS 
IT FOR MY 
FIRST CLRIM. 



























"SHE is n 
FICTITIOUS 
CREHTION 
THAT H 
POLICE¬ 
WOMAN 
DUPED THE 
WORLD... 


"STEEL 
LRPY 
NRNRSE 
IS NOT R 
GHOST." 


...INTO 
BELIEVING, 
ALL SO SHE 
COULD SET A 
TRAP TO KILL 
DETECTIVE 
TERADA." 













































































RIGHT 

NOW, 

KURO- 

KUN 

MUST BE 
WORK¬ 
ING TO 
FIND R 
FUTURE... 


... WHERE 
THE 

PEOPLE 

SUPPORT 

IWRNRGR- 

SPN'S 

SOLUTION. 


\KUri6% 
iSENPm 
IF p4f 
WOULD. 


frgwm 

AOXP'UJ 

irnmm 






















































<SV^MST A POLICE- 
WOMAN WHO 
>—WORKS AT THE 
/ MAKURAZAKA 

W POLICE 

DEPARTMENT, 
WHO WAS Q 
1 EVEN ADMIRED BY^ 
THE TERADA- 
CHIEF SAN. 

I WOULD V-3 

ONLY NEED 
ONE 

I GUESS/ 


/ YOU 
WOULDN'T 
WANT ME TO 
GO CASTING 
SUSPICION ON 
A COMPLETE 
STRONGER 
OF A POLICE¬ 
WOMAN. 





































THEY 

COULDN'T 
POSSIBLY FIND 
ANY TRACE OF A 
HOOK HAVING 
BEEN INSTALLED 
ON THE ROOF 
OF THAT GAS 
STATION. 


/ AND 
' THE BLOOD 
SPATTER AND 
AUTOPSY 
REPORT SHOULD 
HAVE ALREADY 
PROVEN THAT HIS 
SKULL WAS NOT 
SMASHED BY A 
PENDULUM-STYLE 
, WEAPON. I 


BUT 

NO ONE 
CARES 
ABOUT 
THAT 
ON THE 
INTERNET. 


THERE R.RE 
GOING TO 
BE PEOPLE 
AT THE 
PRECINCT 
WHO ARE 
GOING TO 
WONDER. 


THE 

PEOPLE 
THERE 
BELIEVE 
WHAT THEY 
WANT. ; 


SIGN: NOTIONAL TRAFFIC SAFETY CAMPAIGN 









































































































FEMALE KILLER COULD SET 
THAT PENDULUM UP ON THE 
<3AS STATION POOF ALL By 
HERSELF. 


I'M NOT 
BUyiNO IT. 


WOULD IT REALLy BE 
SAFE TO MAKE UP AN 
URBAN LESEND, 


AND THEN WREAK 
ENOUSH HAVOC TO SET 
DETECTIVE TERADA'S 
ATTENTION? 


ygAH, THE PENDULUM 
THINS DOESN'T MAKE 
SENSE. 


IT WAS A PRETTy 


/--\ 

THIS IS JUST SOME NON-BELIEVINS, 
HAEDHEADED FOOL, FORCINS A 
RATIONAL EXPLANATION SO THEy 
DON'T HAVE TO ADMIT THAT STEEL 
LADy NANASE IS REAL. 

\_, _y 












































BUT 

DOESN'T 

THRT 

MEAN... 


...RIKKR- 
SflN CRN 
FORCE 
WHATEVER 
FUTURE SHE 
WANTS, 
TOO?/ 


THAT'S 

WHY 

EVERYONE 
TURNED 
AGAINST 
US SO 
QUICKLY > 


THE GHOST 
THEORY 
ALREADY HAD 
A LOT OF 
SUPPORT. 


HLL SHE 
HOD TO DO 
WHS POINT 
OUT H FEW 
FLHWS 
IN OUR 


f HND 
SHE COULD SOLUTION, 

HHVE EASILY DIE > 

SHIFTED THE , 

CURRENT / 

HWHY FROM traiir 
US. /.liJll 















R FEW OF 
THESE POSTS 
MRY HRVE 
BEEN MADE 
BY RIKKR-SRN 
HERSELF. 






































RIKKR-SRN 
IS RBOVE 
THE LRWS OF 
NRTURE, TOO... 
THRT REMOVES 
WHRTEVER 
RPVRNTRGE 
WE HRP. , 


IN FRCT, 

Because 

RIKKR-SRN 
GOT R Heap 
STRRT RNP 

crfrtfp 

R STRONG 
Beuee in 
TRe GHOST, 


we'Re 

seRious 

P/SRP- 

VPNTPGe. 





























THIS IS 
H UNIQUE 
ASSEMBLY. 


HERE, 

THE 

TRUTH 

NEVER 

EXISTED. 


ONLY 

FICTION. 





RIKKA-SAN 
AND I BOTH 
KNOW THAT STEEL 
LADY NANASE 
DIDN'T EXIST 
BEFORE. 

















































































































AND I 

WILL BE THE 
VICTOR. 


OF MY 
FOUR 

SOLUTIONS, 


I HflVE 
ONLY 

PRESENTED 

ONE. 














THE INTERNET 
IS A SWIRLING 
MRSS OF DIFFERING 
WORLD VIEWS. IT 
ISN'T ERSY TO GET 
EVERYONE THERE 
TO BELIEVE R 
SINGLE TRUTH. 


PND PEOPLE 
WON'T ALWAYS 
ACCEPT 
SOMETHING 
EVEN IF IT 
IS TRUE. 


... WE JUST HAVE 
TO PRESENT 
A VARIETY OF 
TRUTHS TO MATCH 
THAT VARIETY OF 
WORLD VIEWS. 


IN THAT 
CASE... 






























































































































































































you'Ge 

WGON<5. 


STEEL UApy 
NANASE IS A BEAL 
LIVE <3HOST! 


X SAW HEE! SHE WAS 
JUST THEBE, IN 
FEONT OF MY CAB! 


IT HAPPENED AT X EIVEE! 
JUST FIVE DAyS ASO! 


STEEL LAOy NANASE 
MATESIALIZED, LIKE 
SMOKE. 


SHE WAS TOTALLy 
BEESEBK! SHE THEEW HEE 
STEEL BEAM AT ME! 
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<03l> Name: kuebiko 09/0H 22:50 lvHn\jnr\H; 
Steel Lady Nanase isn't a hoax, 0^ 
She's a real live ghost. 
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IF I CRN 
GET THEM TO 
BELIEVE THAT 
THE GHOST 
APPEARED FOR R 
REASON, THRT WILL 
INEVITABLY 
LEAD US TO THE 
METHOD FOR 
EXORCISING 
THAT GHOST. 


1 BECAUSE 
IF YOU REMOVE 
THE REASON 
FOR A GHOST'S 
APPEARANCE, 
THAT GHOST 
CEASES TO 
v APPEAR. 


STILL 


"STEEL 
LADY 
NANASE 
ISN'T A 
HOAX. 


HOW 
IS THIS 
GOING 
TO... ? 


"SO WHY ^ 
WOULD KARIN 
NANASE COME 
BACK AS A 
GHOST AND 
START ATTACKING 
PEOPLE?" 
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WHAT AEE yOU, 
A TBOLL? 


WHAT HAPPENED TO yOUE 
PENDULUM THINS? 


A NEW THEOEy? 


OH, WE'EE STAETINS 
OVEE? 


"DETECTIVE 
TERRPHWHS 
KILLED BY THE 
GHOST OF 
STEEL LADY 
NHNHSE." 
























"HE WHS 
CONDUCTING 
RN INDEPENDENT 
INVESTIGHTION 
OF THE STEEL 
LADY, HND WHS 
UNFORTUNATE 
ENOUGH TO RUN 
INTO THE REHL 
THING, 


7 AT WHICH n, 
I POINT SHE 
USED HER 
STEEL BEAM 
TO BLUDGEON 
i HIM TO 
I DEATH." f 
































"ALL THE 
INEXPLICABLE 
DETAILS OF THE 
CRIME SCENE WERE 
MADE POSSIBLE 
BECAUSE THE 
KILLER WAS A 
GHOST." 
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"THEN, 
WHY WOULD 
SHE COME 
BHCK HS H 
GHOST? 


W IF SHE 
' WERE SO i 
RESIGNED TO 1 
HER STEEL- 
BEAMED FATE, 
WHY WOULD SHE 
BE WREAKING 
HAVOC WITH 
v ONE OF / 
\ THEM?" / 


SUICIDE VICTIMS 
COME BACK AS 
SHOSTS. 


IT WAS SOCIETY THAT 
DROVE HER TO THAT 
CONSTRUCTION SITE 
WHERE SHE DIED. 


BUT ARB THEY USUALUy 
AS IN-YOUR-FACE AS 
STEEL LADY NANASE? 


WOULDN'T ANYBODY IN 
THAT SITUATION WANT 
TO LASH OUT AT ANYONE 
AND EVERYONE? 


YEAH, A PRETTY 
SlRL AND A 
STEEL BEAM. 


WITH A SI ANT 
RACK, AMIRITE? 
BO I NS BOINS. 


























"SHE 

HASN'T BEEN 
FORGOTTEN, 
AND THE PUBLIC 
DOESN'T 
ATTACK HER 
ANYMORE. 


WE'RE ALL 
THRILLED 
TO SEE 
HER AS 
STEEL LADY 
NANASE." 


"SHE HAS 
BECOME AN 
IDOL ONCE 
MORE." 























The accident that killed POP I tO 

her father 1 

Karin Nanase had been suspected of killing her own father. 

Karin Manase's father died in June of the year she was 19. 






































"ERGO, 
KRRIN 
NANASE DID 
NOT BECOME 
R GHOST 
BECAUSE OF 
HER FEELINGS 
TOWARD THE 
PUBLIC. 


AND SHE 
IS NOT 
TRYING 
TO BE 
REINSTATED 
AS AN 
IDOL." 


f "SHE HAS 
A DIFFERENT 
GRIEVANCE— 
A DIFFERENT 
k TRUTH." 


"AND THAT 
IS WHAT SHE 
IS TRYING 
TO TELL THE 
WORLD." 


"BUT 

AFTER ALL 
THIS TIME, THE 
PUBLIC STILL 
REFUSES TO 
UNDERSTAND 
THAT TRUTH. 


THAT 
IS WHY 
SHE HAS 
GROWN 
MORE 
VIOLENT." 


















"HERE'S 
SOME¬ 
THING 
TO THINK 
ABOUT." 


X-— J "NO ONE IS 
V CURRENTLY 

RCCUSING 
NO KRRIN NHNRSE 
ONE IS OF MURDER. 
LEFT TO 

OPEN UP / 

THAT OLD tw v# 
WOUND." iP--O 


"BUT NO 
ONE HRS 
CLEARED 
HER OF 
SUSPICION, 
EITHER." 




"IF SHE 
RERLLY DID 
KILL HER 
FATHER, 


i|5HA*e 


THEN WHAT 
COULD 
SHE BE 
TRYING SO 
DESPERATELY 
TO TELL THE 
WORLD?" 
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"SHE IS 
^ HNGRY 
BECHUSE 
ANP SHE SHE PIP 
CAME BHCK NOT KILL 
AS A GHOST HIM, 
BECAUSE SHE 
WANTS THE / 

WORLP TO p —-<1 

KNOW THAT/' / \ 



X "IF SOMEONE \ 
PIP COMMIT A 
MURPER, THEN IT 
WOULP ONLY BE 
RIGHT FOR THEM 
TO BE CENSUREP 
ANP REMOVEP 
FROM IPOL 
STATUS. . 


cup 

COULPN'T 
RESENT THE 
INJUSTICE 
OF THAT/' 



















"YOU 
COULD 
SAY SHE'S 
HRLFWHY 
TO HER 
GOAL/' 


"IF ALL THE 
ACCUSATIONS 
STOP, IT'S 
BASICALLY THE 
SAME AS BEING 
DECLARED 
INNOCENT." 


"IT'S HARD 1 
TO BELIEVE THAT 
SHE WOULD 
THEN GROW SO 
VIOLENT AS TO 
, KILL A MAN." , 



























































THIS SITE'S 
VISITORS 
SUPPORT 
THE GHOST 
THEORY. THEY 
WRNT TO 
BELIEVE IT. 


WHHT 
DOES THE 
GHOST OF 
STEEL LADY 
NANASE 
WANT? 


WHAT 
REDUCED 
HER TO 
THE LOWLY 
STATE OF A 
VENGEFUL 
SPIRIT? 






























AND 

THAT'S WHAT 
ALLOWS US TO 
CONSTRUCT 
THIS STORY.. 


...OF MORE 
THAN A MERE 
MONSTER— 

A STORY OF 
A GHOST 
WITH THE MIND 
AND HEART 
OF KARIN 
, NANASE. i 


THIS IS 
THE TALE 
OF KARIN 
NANASE. 


I WILL 
PRINT 
FOR RLL 
TO SEE... 


... THE 
PORTRRIT 
OF THIS 
I POL'S 
UNKNOWN 
FRCETS! 


















"LET'S 
GO BACK 
TO THE 
BEGIN¬ 
NING." 
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"THIS " 
SUSPICION 
WHS PLANNED, 
THEN CREATED 
ARTIFICIALLY 
AND DELIBER- 
k, ATELY. // t 
























*SHE NEEPS 
US TO RERLIZE 
HER. INTENTIONS, 
PNC? BRING THE 
TRUTH OF THE 
RCCUSPTIONS 
TO LIGHT." 


"WHEN 
WE DO, 
STEEL LRDy 
NRNHSE 
WILL FINALLY 
REST IN 
PEACE. ,/ 


_/ "WHY WERE \ 

WM THE PATRICIDE 
J&Sl CHARGES 
X AGAINST 

KARIN NANASE 
A FEW BLOWN SO 
REASONS WILDLY OUT 
HAVE OF PROPOR- 
BEEN PUT TION? / 
FORTH/'' v J 


* 


m. § 

















A POWERFUL 


ASENcy 


PLOTTED THE 
WHOLE THINS 
TO TAKE A TV 
OR MOVIE COLE 
FROM HER... 


...AND SIVE 
IT TO ONE 
OF THEIR 
OWN. 


ANOTHER 
IDOL WAS 
JEALOUS OF 
HER SUCCESS, 
AND MADE THE 
MATTER BISSER 
THAN IT WAS. 
ET CETERA, 
ET CETERA. 



ALL 

PLAUSIBLE 

THEORIES. 


KARIN 

A NANASE, 

IB. A NOBOPy 

- - WITH 

LITTLE 
FINANCIAL 
CUNNINSLy BACKINS, 
CLIMBED HER 
WAy UP TO rim 

THE TOP ! 

FROM THE 
DEATH SLOT 
OF LATE-NISHT 
TELEVISION. 













































































CHRRGES 


OF MURDER 


JUST TO 


OVERTHROW 


RN UP-AND- 


COMING 


IDOL? 


EVEN 
ASSUMING 
IT WRS 
SLANDER OR 
CONSPIRACY, 
ISN'T THAT A 
LITTLE FAR¬ 
FETCHED?" 



it is a pcerry unique 

SOET OF SCANDAL. 


yeAH, SOME PEOPLE SAy 
THAT'S WHAT MAKES IT 
SO BELIEVABLE. 

















































"THE MEDIA 1 
AND OTHER 
INTERESTED 
PARTIES WERE 
ONLY RIDING 
THE WAVE OF AN 
ACCUSATION THAT 
, WAS ALREADY 
> THERE." / 


itWLltn 









































































































BEFOGE HEG 
FATHEG TOO*. 
HIS LETHAL 
FALL DOWN 
THOSE 
STAIGS, 


HE 

COMPLAINED 
TO HIS 
FGIENDS 
ABOUT HIS 
DAUSHTEG 
14 AG IN, 

NEE HAGUI40, 
NANASE. 












































































r "THE 
FATHER 
SENSED 
HOSTILITY 
FROM HIS 
DAUGHTER.' 


"HE WROTE 
DOWN 
HIS MIS¬ 
GIVINGS../' 


"...AND 
THEY WERE 
DISCOVERED 
AFTER HIS 
DEATH/' 


1VI if / 

' / \ t 

!\ v / 

Y Y ' 


/ "BUT ISN'T W 

(m 

THAT AWFULLY W 


\ CONVENIENT?" W 
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"FURTHERMORE, 
IT'S HARD TO 
BELIEVE THAT 
SHE WOULD RISK 
KILLING HER 
FATHER AT A TIME 
WHEN ALL HIS 
FRIENDS KNEW 
HE WAS UNHAPPY 
WITH HER." 
















































HMM, WHEN yOU PUT IT 
ALL TOSETHEB LIKE THAT, 
IT IS HABP TO BELIEVE. 


KABIN NANASE 
WAS SMABT. 


SMABT ENOUSH TO KEEP 
THE POLICE OPF HEB 
TBAIL. THAT'S WHAT 
EVEByONE WAS SAyiNS. 


BUT THAT'S A LOT 
OF MISTAKES FOB 
SOMEBOpy THAT 
SMABT. 


"EX- 

RCTLY' 


"KARIN 
NANASE PIP 
NOT KILL HER 
FATHER/" 


"SHE 
DIDN'T 
EVEN WANT 
TO KILL 
HIM." 


"THEN WHY 
PIP HE INSIST 
THAT SHE WAS 
OUT FOR HIS 
BLOOD?" 




































no 





















I DON'T 
ENJOY LAYING 
BLAME ON THE 
DECEASED, 


BUT 

YOU CAN'T 
SAY WITH 
CERTAINTY 
THAT THE 
NOTE WAS 
NOT WRITTEN 
IN SPITE. 



Ill 






































maybe 

HIS HEALTH 
FAILED, AMD HE 
HAD MO CHOICE 
BUT TO EETIEE 
AMD DEPEND Olsl 
HIS DAUSHTEE. 



MAYBE HE 
FELL IHTO 
DEPEESSIOH AS 
HIS DAUSHTEE 
COHTIHUED 
TO SUPPOET 
HIM WITHOUT 
COMPLAINT. 






















































He UNWILLINGLy 
LEFT HIS JOB 
oue TO HeAUTH 
PROBLEMS 
02 LAyOFFS, 
AMO He HAO 
OlFFICULTy 
GAINING New 
eMPLoyMeNt. 


COME ON, 
SHE'S YOUR. 
DAUGHTER. WHAT'S 
WRONG WITH YOU? 
BAPMOUTHING 
A NICE GIRL 
LIKE HER. 


BUT HIS 
OAUGHTBC'S 
CONSPICUOUS 
STA200M 
HELPED HIM 
MAINTAIN HIS 
LiFesTyLe, 
SO He GAINeO 
NO SyMPATHy 
F20M HIS 
FRIENDS. 


\ 1 INSTEAD, THgy 

L I were jealous, 

,/ lil • • 1 ANO REFUSED TO 
UNDERSTAND 
IF THAT'S His ANGUISH. 
WHAT HE 
WAS GOING 

THROUGH, iim Hfl«Hi 

OF COURSE - m m 
HIS MENTAL 

WELL-BEING MhHK , 

BEGAN TO HHi : 

SUFFER. mUF! 


:mum 




















































THE 

SITUATION 
WOULP BE 
ESPECIALLy 
DIFFICULT, 
AND WITHOUT 
SyMPATHy, 
IT WOULD BE 
UNBEARABLE. 



so He 

BEGAN TO 
ceseNT HIS 
DAUGHTER. 


IHRTB 

HER. 


IUSBP 
TO HR VB 
PUPPOSB. 

I USBP TO 
HRVB BPIBHPS 
WHO UNPBP- 
i STOOP MB. 
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0vj 4 he 4ime ^ joi/l /e^?<4 4hK Ao4e^ 
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Bvj 4k. 4iwe jjoid rvote, 

l We f\o ^oi/Wjl^Li^ejVill We wWAtfeA we. 
The/eV Ao g/oi/lM iA wW 



/ 




































X COULDN'T 
TELL YOU 
WHAT 
MALICIOUS 
EESULTS 
HEE FATHEE 
HOPED FOE. 


BUT EVEN 
IN AS DAEK A 
PLACE AS HE 
WAS, I DOUBT 
HIS GEUDGE 
WENT SO FAE 
AS TO WISH 
FOE HEE 
DEMISE. 


AND 

BELIEVING 
THAT THAT 
WOULD HAVE 
THE DESIEED 
EFFECT... J 


HE MADE 
SUEE HIS NOTE 
WOULD BE 
FOUND AND 
GIVEN TO THE 
MEDIA AFTEE 
HIS DEATH. 




















































0\j 4he 4i me v\o\h /tfid 4kW AoJe, 

I M\fe f\o i/oi/tk4 4M4 fhe m/JI Mife wtf/dtfed me. 


The/eV ao <foi/lk4 iA mj miAgf. 
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KAEIN 
NANASE 
LOVED HEE 
FATHEE. 


OTHEEWISE, 

IT WOULD HAVE 
BEEN NO SKIN 
OFF HEE NOSE 
IF HE'D THOUGHT 
SHE WANTED 
TO KILL HIM. 


title) 


later, dweebs. 


THE 

FATHEE 

SHE 

LOVED 

DIDN'T 

UNDEE- 

STAND 

HEE. 


SHE WAS 
LEFT IN 
DESPAIE. 


AND NOW 
HE WAS 
EVEN 
CLAIMING 
THAT 
SHE WAS 
CAPABLE 
OF KILLING 
HIM. 




















































































I KNOW THIS 
STORY IS FRKE, 
BUT IT'S TRUE 
THRT SHE WHS 
NOT HRPPY IN 
THE PRYS 
LERPING UP 
TO HER 
PERTH. 


WHRT IE 
THERE RRE 
MORE FRCTS 
THRT MRTCH 
UP WITH IWR- 
NRGR-SRN'S 
STORY? 


























































BUT ONCE 
THEEE, SHE 
HAPPENED 
UPON HEB 
PBEDE- 
CEASEO 
FATHEB... 


-TK-- 

fTK/ 


/_/ T / IFyOU'RE 
/ GOING TO 
#/ MRKE SURE 
V KRRIN NANASE 
>* \ COMES BACK 
"77 TT \flSfl GHOST, 

^ TK/CA- • 

fl/ YOU NEED 
TO PUT HER IN R 
SITUATION WHERE 
SHE MUST ACCEPT 
WITHOUT QUESTION 
THE FACT THAT 
IT WAS ALL HER 
FATHER'S TRAP. A 


m. 
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THAT HEE 
FATHEE 
SPITEFULLY 
SABOTAGED 
HEE 

CAEEEE... 


BUT T0 ™IS 
WHEN SHE W0EL0 - 
LEAENED 




































Mimm, 














































MOT ONLy IS 
SHE INNOCEMT 
OF KILLING 
HEB FATHEB, 
BUT IN PACT, 
HE KILLED 
HEB. 


SO SHE 
BETUBNED 
TO OUB 
WOBLD, AND 
IS TSyiNG TO 
TEACH US 
THE TEUTH. 



THE GHOST OF 
STEEL LAOy 
NANASE IS 
HAUNTING 
MAKUEAZAkCA IN 
AN ATTEMPT 
TO TEACH US OF 
HEB TEASEOy. 



KAEIN 
NAMASE 
LOVEO HEB 
PATHEB, AND 
HE BETBAyED 
HEB. THAT IS 
WHAT TUBNED 
HEB INTO 
THIS FIEND. 


IT IS WHy 
SHE HAS 
BEEN 

BEDUCED TO 
A HIDEOUS 
MONSTEB. 



































‘IF WE CflRVE 
THIS TRUTH 
INTO OUR 
HEARTS, 


AND 

PICTURE HER 
HEARTBREAKING 
IMAGE, WISHING 
FOR HER TO 
PASS ON../ / 



135 





















. 

HERR 

HER STORY, 

DISPEL HER 
, \ GRIEF/' 


"CAST 
YOUR VOTE 
IN HER 
FRY OR." 


"HER 

FHCE GONE, 
CUMBERSOME 
I-BEHM IN 
HAND, 


"WE MUSTN'T 
LERVE HER 
TO WANDER 
THE NIGHT RS 
SUCH R PITIFUL 
SPECTRE/' 


KRRIN 
NRNRSE 
APPEARS 
BEFORE US 
IN THAT 
PAINFULLY 
FLUTTERY 
MINISKIRT." 





















"KRRIN 

NRNPSB, 


NeE 

HRRUKO 

NRNR- 

6E.“ 


'WILL- WE 
NOT USE OUR. 
PRHYERS TO 
SEND HER TO 
HER HEAVENLY 
REST?" 

























THAT'S AWFUL...AND 
DEFINITELY ENOUGH TO 
TURN SOMEBODy INTO A 
GHOST. 


POOP KAPIN-CHAN!! 




WOULD ANyONE BE THAT 
JEALOUS OF HIS OWN 
DAUGHTER'S SUCCESS? 
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SAY 


S 


jr wiininiNG 


THEIR 


SUPPORT. 


THE PEOPLE 
WANTED TO 
BELIEVE IN A 
GHOST, AND I 
GAVE THEM A 
SOLUTION THAT 
REQUIRES HER 
TO BE A 
GHOST. 
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I KNOW, BIGHT? IT BEALL* 
JUST LOOKS LIKE SHE'S 
SlMPLy BUMMING ABOUNO 
HATING ON THE WHOLE WOELO. 


HOW IS KILLING 

soMEBooy supposed 
TO PEOVE youc 
INNOCENCE? 


X DOUBT SHE'O PUT 
THE BEAM DOWN JUST 
BECAUSE PEOPLE 
LEAENED THE TEUTH. 


"STEEL LADy NANASE" 
DOESN'T SOUND LIKE THE 
NAME OF SOMEBODy WHO 
WOULD QUIETLy PASS ON 
TO THE NEXT LIFE. 



































RIKKA- 
SAN HRS 
RECLAIMED 
THE 

CURRENT. 


Ol6> Name: Withheld by bequest M/m t3M m 
•steel Lady Manase’ doesn't sound like the i 
somebody who would quietly pass on to the i 


next life. 


7 IF THE 11 

GHOST OF KARIN * 
^ NANASE'S APPEAR- 

BUT ANCE AND BITTER- 
UNFOR- NESS WERE MORE 
TUNATELY, LIKE A PROPER 
THE NAME SPIRIT'S, SOLUTION 
"STEEL LADY TWO MIGHT HAVE 
NANASE" IS CLOSED THE 

A TOUGH CURTAIN ON 

OBSTACLE THIS AFFAIR. A 

TO OVER- . jM 

come. 
































































AND DOESN'T 
EVERYONE LOVE 
H STORY WHERE 
H HOPELESSLY 
OUTNUMBERED 
MINORITY.. 


...COMES 
FROM BEHIND 
TO DEFEAT 
THE OVER¬ 
WHELMING 
MAJORITY? 


NOW 

LET'S 

MOVE 

ON... 


...TO 

SOLUTION 

THREE. 




♦ TO BE CONTINUED IN VOLUME 6 




























fiol^ uf He- i\e*V volume”, Voo 1 
$kAkk 

Mi, Ofofflmu, Nro skimA, Toftfu 
£4ikor* 

0-kAwA, T-^A (koKorita e^eluW 


IN/SPECTRE 



fexplaining the mystery. One such condition is that an unspecified number 
Jof peoplemnust support a proposed solution (and of all the people who 


; must support the solution, the readers are the most important). While l 
|yvas writing the novel, l was often brought to my wits’ end, wondering 
gj£why l had to come up with a solution that fit all of these difficult criteria. 
Of course, it was my own fault—l bit off more than l could chew in my 
attempt to do something elaborate for my first novel in ages. 


Then l was afraid to see how well people received it when it was 
published, and l did end up getting a lot of people saying, “l don’t think 
you stuck the landing.” So, of course, now that there are manga readers 
seeing this story for the first time, I’m scared to see how they feel about 
it. I’m nervous. There are two solutions left; l personally think l was very 
careful to make sure that these multiple solutions seemed inevitable. 


Of course, when l talk like this, it sounds like I’m taking my mystery 
writing seriously, hut I’ve already established that all four of my 
solutions are false; l have an immortal young man fighting a young 
girl (ghost) who brandishes a steel beam; and he’s taking this young, 
busty girl (ghost) and mercilessly slamming her into the ground. So at 
this point l still can’t help it if people are going to ask me, “And this is 
supposed to he a mystery story?” 


The time may come when Katase-sensei, the manga’s artist, will snap 
back to reality and ask, “What in the world kind of manga am l drawing?” 
I wonder what Sensei says when family and relatives ask, “So what kind 
of manga are you working on?” 


Now, where will this battle of dueling fictions go in the next volume? 


We’re almost there—l hope you’ll stay with us. 


Kyo Shirodaira 


l am the author, Kyo Shirodaira (l don’t really do anything), 
and this is volume five. The novel was contained in a single 
volume of moderate thickness, but this version is now in its 
fifth volume. Nevertheless, we have reached the latter half 
of the latter half. If we were to use a year as our analogy, 
then we’re in about October or November. Will we make it 
to the new year in one piece? 


In this volume, our manga is behaving like a proper 
mystery, going into the summation, where we present 
solutions, about things, like who done it. Then that solution 
is rejected, so we present a new one, and then we repeat 
the process a few times; in the mystery world, we call that 
“multiple solutions.” 

In a long mystery that handles one case, there are multiple 
suspects; they arrest one, claiming that he or she is the 
killer (solution one), but then some evidence appears 
proving they didn’t do it, so they direct their suspicion at 
someone else (solution two). It’s a fairly common formula. 
Another common formula is when the police will arrest a 
certain person and put them on trial, claiming that they had 
motive and means, hut the defense attorney or detective 
will find the real killer in order to prove the first person’s 
innocence. So in a broad sense, you can’t deny that a lot of 
mystery stories have multiple solutions. 



o 


O 


CD 



E4i 





The stories that best embody “multiple solution mysteries” 
are those where multiple solutions are presented, despite 
the extreme difficulty in doing so. 

In this story, although it’s not a classic closed-room or 
airtight-alibi mystery, we’ve assigned various conditions 
that our multiple solutions must satisfy, aside from merely 








wmmmm 


KURo- 

SENPAL 


TOMOR¬ 
ROW IS 
CHRIST¬ 
MAS EVE. 


WHERE 
SHOULD 
WE HAVE 
DINNER? 



YOU'RE 

UNDER¬ 

AGE. 


THEN WE CRN 
RETIRE TO THE 
PENTHOUSE SUITE 
ON THE TOP FLOOR, 
RNP INTOXICHTE 
OURSELVES ON 
CHHMPHGNE BEFORE 
WE ENTWINE OUR 
\ FLESH PS ONE. 


WE COULD 
GO SOMEWHERE 
AND HAVE A 
TRADITIONAL 
CHRISTMAS 
ROAST BEEF 
OR CHICKEN. 


OR WE 


COULD 


GO TO A 


/ AND, 

ACTU- 

RUT nLLY ’ 
KUI <SORRY 
I HAVE ^ UKK7 ’ 
PLANS 

tomor- r 

ROW. I 
CAN'T GET 
OUT OF 


RESTAU¬ 


RANT AT 


A LUXURY 


HOTEL. 










































































































































I TOLP 
HER I HAVE 
WORK TODAY. 
I WONDER 
WHAT SHE 
WANTS. 


























































































































































































































































































































"GOAT' 




























GOATS DOnJ'T HAVE AMY PROMT TEETH OM THEIR UPPER JAW 















TRANSLATION NOTES 



A wonder lasts but 
nine days, page 57 

This phrase refers to the 
fact that the whole affair 
will blow over before 
long. The nine-day version 
is more common in the 
English-speaking world, 
but the Japanese idiom is 
more accurately translated 
as, “Gossip lasts 75 days,” 
which is roughly a fifth of 
the year. 


Amen, page 97 

The translators chose a word here that is 
generally associated with prayers in the 
West, but the reader may reasonably expect 
that Kotoko used a more Far-Eastern prayer. 
Specifically, she said namu, which is a 
shortened version of a Buddhist chant that 
means, “I trust all to Amitabha." Amitabha is 
the principal Buddha in the Pure Land Sect 
of Buddhism, and since Buddhism is one of 
the majority religions of Japan, Kotoko would 
naturally commend Karin Nanase's soul to a 
Buddhist higher power. 


















Karin Nanase 
would be in the 
same tomb, 
page 125 

In Japan, the bodies 
of the deceased are 
usually cremated. The 
ashes are placed in urns, 
which are then kept in a 
chamber under a single 
tombstone shared by 
a family. Ergo, Karin 
Nanase and her father 
would have been buried 
in the same grave. 




Christmas Eve, 
page 154 

In Japan, Christmas Eve is 
celebrated as a romantic 
holiday for people to 
spend a lovely evening 
with their significant 
others. It is also a family 
holiday with many 
traditions borrowed from 
the West (although the 
turkey is replaced with 
chicken), so if someone 
is single, he or she isn’t 
consigned to a miserable 
night, but in general, the 
night is treated very much 
like Valentine’s Day in the 
West. 






















Anew’ 
series '• 
from the 
creator 
of Soul . 
Eater, the [ 
megahit \ 
manga and 
anime seen 
on Toonami! 


By Atsushi Ohk 

The city of Tokyo is plagued by a deadly phenqm[^^mS®itaneous 
human combustion! Luckily, a special team is^ tH^TMt^ ^iench the 
inferno: The Fire Force! The fire soldiers at Spec|al^^SKathedral 8 
are about to get a unique addition. Enter Shinra, a boy who possesses ? 
the power to run at the speed of a rocket, leaving behind the famous 
“devil’s footprints” (and destroying his shoes in^t?S!KffdK|5y. 
Can Shinra and his colleagues discover the source of this strange 
epidemic before the city burns to ashes? 

©Atsushi Ohkubo/Kodansha Ltd. All rights reserved. 


“Fun and lively... 
a great start!” 
-Adventures in 
Poor Taste 







The award-winning manga about what 
happens inside you! 

“Far more entertaining than it ought to be... what 
kid doesn’t want to think that every time they 
sneeze a torpedo shoots out their nose?” 

-Anime News Network 


Strep throat! Hay fever! Influenza! 
The world is a dangerous place for 
a red blood cell just trying to get her 
deliveries finished. Fortunately, 
she’s not alone...she’s got a 
whole human body’s worth of 
cells ready to help out! The 
mysterious white blood 
cells, the buff and brash 
killer T cells, even the 
cute little platelets— 
everyone’s got to 
come together if 
they want to keep you 



© Akane Shimizu/Kodansha Ltd. All rights reserved. 


By Akane Shimizu 





(Museum Ghost IK- Lady 

By Kazuhiro Fujita 

Deep in Scotland Yard in London sits an evidence room dedicated to the greatest 
mysteries of British history. In this “Black Museum” sits a misshapen hunk of 
lead—two bullets fused together—the key to a wartime encounter between Florence 
Nightingale, the mother of modern nursing, and a supernatural Man in Grey. This 
story is unknown to most scholars of history, but a special guest of the museum will 
tell the tale of The Ghost and the Lady... 

Praise for Kazuhiro Fujita’s Ushio and Tom 

“A charming revival that combines a classic look with modem depth and pacing... Essential viewing 
both for curmudgeons and new fans alike.” — Anime News Network 

“GREAT! The first episode of Ushio and Torn captures the essence of'90s anime.” — IGN 


© Kazuhiro Fujita/Kodansha Ltd. All rights reserved. 
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i i mu 

By Shuzo Oshimi 

From the creator of The Flowers of Evil 

Nothing interesting is happening in Makoto Ozaki's first year of high 
school. His life is a series of quiet humiliations: low-grade bullies, 
unreliable friends, and the constant frustration of his adolescent lust. But 
one night, a pale, thin girl knocks him to the ground in an alley and offers 
him a choice. 

Now everything is different. Daylight is searingly bright. Food tastes 
awful. And worse than anything is the terrible, consuming thirst... 

Praise for Shuzo Oshimi's The Flowers of Evil 

"A shockingly readable story that vividly—one might even say queasily—evokes the fear 
and confusion of discovering one's own sexuality. Recommended." —The Manga Critic 




"A page-turning tale of sordid middle school blackmail." —Otaku USA Magazine 
"A stunning new horror manga." —Third Eye Comics 









© Hiroyuki Takei/Kodansha Ltd. All rights reserved. 



r i 

New action series from Hiroyuki Takei, creator of 
the classic shonen franchise Shaman King! 

L_^ 


In medieval Japan, a bell hanging on the collar is a sign that a cat 
has a master. Norachiyo's bell hangs from his katana sheath, but he is 
nonetheless a stray — a ronin. This one-eyed cat samurai travels across a 
dishonest world, cutting through pretense and deception with his blade. 






































































yParasyte fans should get a kick nut Df the chance tn revisit Iwaaki's weird, violent, 
.strangely affecting universe. Recommended." -Dtaku U5A Magazine**^ 

"A great anthology containing an excellent variety of genres and styles. 


■Manga 


[Bookshelf] 


[manga] 


The first new Parasyta manga in 
^HHftover ZD years! 




tINNO, LALAKO 


A collection Df chilling new Parasyte stories from Japan's top shojo artists! 


Parasites: shape-shifting aliens whose only purpose is to assimilate with and consume 
the human race... but do these monsters have a different side? A parasite becomes a 
prince to save his romance-obsessed female host from a dangerous stalker. Another 
hosts a cooking show, in which the real monsters are revealed. These and 13 more 
stories, from some of the greatest shojD manga artists alive today, 
together make up a chilling, funny, and entertaining tribute to one 
of manga's horror classics! 

© Hitoshi Iwaaki, Asumiko Nakamura, Ema Toyama, Miki Rinno, Lalako Kojima, Kaori Yuki, Banko 
Kuze, Yuuki Obata, Kashio, Yui Kuroe, Asia Watanabe, Mikimaki, Hikaru Suruga, Hajime Shinjo, 

Renjuro Kindaichi, Yuri Narushima/Kodansha Ltd. All rights reserved. 



















daqs 


"I'm pleasantly 
surprised to find 
modern shojo using 
cross-dressing as a 
dramatic device to deliver 
social commentary... 


iiy rikf> Yumiumkii 


A drunkard for a father, a household of poverty... For 17 year old Atsuko, 
misfortune is all she knows and believes in. Until one day, a chance 
encounter with Itaru-the wealthy heir of a huge corporation-changes 
everything. The two look identical, uncannily so. When Itaru curiously 
goes missing, Atsuko is roped into being his stand in. There, in his shoes, 
Atsuko must parade like a prince in a palace. She encounters many new 
experiences, but at what cost...? 
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Having lost his wife, high school teacher Kohei Inuzuka is doing his best to raise his young 
daughter Tsumugi as a single father. He's pretty bad at cooking and doesn't have a huge 
appetite to begin with, but chance brings his little family together with one of his students, the 
lonely Kotori. The three of them are anything but comfortable in the kitchen, but the healing 
power of home cooking mightjustworkon their grieving hearts. 

"This season's number-one feel-good anime!" —Anime News Network 

"A beautifully-drawn story about comfort food and family and grief. Recommended." —Otaku 
USA Magazine 
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